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Judi Blankenbaker wakes to 
dry heat these days. A layer 
of hot air blankets the golf 
course that slides backwards 
to a horizon where a peak 
leaps into the sky. Judi 
can see the peak from her 
window.

This isn’t Minnesota, of course. Minnesota isn’t known for its mountain peaks. 
This is Arizona, Judi’s adopted home, which she says, “I’ve loved from the 
moment I arrived. But I never had a desire to leave Minnesota.” 

Nor did she particularly ever want to leave the Lupus Foundation of Minnesota. 
She was LFM’s President from 1997 to 2001. But her husband had died, and she 
fell in love again and moved to Arizona with her new husband, also widowed. 
She continued on to the next leg of her journey, but this time under warmer skies 
with golfing weather 365 days a year. You can’t beat that.

“You’d think living on a golf course I’d be out there playing golf,” she says by 
phone. Not so. “But I was a pretty good golfer in my 20s.”

And, in case you’re wondering, Judi was the executive director who unveiled 
LFM’s Annual Lupus Golf Classic thirteen years ago. (Thirteen years already?)

It’s been ten years since Judi owned a Minnesota driver’s license and commuted 
to LFM every Monday through Friday, with the added weekend here and there for 
events. Ten years: just enough time to reflect on her days at LFM, her memories 

and her contributions to an organization—and a cause—that meant the world to 
her, and still does.

The short version of Judi’s pre-LFM life runs something like this. She was born 
in Minneapolis’ Swedish Hospital, grew up in and around the Twin Cities, 
earned a psychology degree (“I never used it.”) from the University of Minnesota 
and devoted several years of her professional life to service organizations and 
nonprofits. Her resume, in fact, would take up several paragraphs.

In 1997, Judi wasn’t actively looking for another job. “But I was certainly open to 
the idea.” When she heard about the executive director opening at LFM, however, 
she pulled her resume together and met with Dr. Eric Schned, an LFM board 
member and rheumatologist, for an interview. 

“I met him in the lobby,” she says. “I bet we talked for two hours about 
lupus, about his research and his patients and about what was needed for the 
organization.” 

She would have big shoes to fill. Heidi Stokes, one of LFM’s founders, was 
stepping down from the executive directorship. Judi’s job would be to fill those 
shoes and walk the organization to the next level.

Judi didn’t think twice about the offer. “It just felt right.”

One of Judi’s first tasks as executive director was to learn as much as she could 
about lupus. Her best friend’s sister had lupus, but she didn’t yet possess the 
in-depth knowledge she’d need in her work with physicians, researchers, grant 
organizations, staff and people with lupus. She learned about the disease, and 
what it was like to live with it, on the job.  Continued on page 2…
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Lupus News
Miracles Every Day

“Every day was a miracle. Money was really tight in the beginning.  
There were times when we were pretty much out of money and then 

someone would send us a check. We had miracles every day.” 

— Judi Blankenbaker



“I was always in the office early, so I’d get phone calls from individuals with 
lupus. They’d call because they couldn’t get out of bed—and they had a sick 
child they needed to look after. Or they didn’t have funds for medication,” she 
says.

She also learned from LFM. “We had staff and board members with lupus. One 
had already had a kidney transplant. They were such champions. They would 
come to work, even though they had to turn the lights off because the light 
hurt their eyes.”

What Judi decided early on, maybe from that first meeting with Dr. Schned, 
was that she wanted to help transition LFM into a charitable organization 
that also ran on strong business principles. What did that mean? It meant she 
wanted to enable LFM to raise more money and to manage that fundraising so 
that they could help even more people than they already did.

Enter Dave Kloeber, a Minnesota entrepreneur who owned the Maplewood 
holding company, D.N.K. Management, Inc., which included two national 
thrift store chains. One day, he called Judi out of the blue. He asked if LFM 
would like to be the recipient of funds received from thrift store donations. 
This would eventually become LFM’s pick-up service. “Of course we jumped 
at the idea. That was a miraculous sign. When I left, the pick-up service was 
bringing in much-needed revenue to the organization.” The service continues 
to this day stronger than ever, and in-kind donations of used household items 
continue to support the majority of LFM’s programs, staff and services.

Another idea came from a connection with former Minnesota Vikings football 
player Matt Blair, who had started his own marketing and PR firm, Matt 
Blair’s Celebrity Promotions, Inc. Blair and LFM joined forces to grow LFM’s 
fundraising golf tournament to raise funds to support clinical research into 
improving treatments and finding a cure for lupus. LFM’s good-hearted friend, 
Dave Kloeber, stepped in once again and offered StoneRidge Golf Club in 
Stillwater as the venue for the Lupus Golf Classic. That event has been held 
annually since 1998 and will be included as part of the day-long slate of 
activities for the organization’s anniversary to be held on Wednesday, July 20.

Dave Kloeber, like Matt Blair, had a direct link to lupus, says Judi. Dave had 
an employee with lupus. Matt had an aunt. These men, together with LFM, 
increased public awareness of lupus by leaps and bounds. 

The board of directors, along with Judi and her staff spearheaded other 
milestone events during those years such as hosting Lupus Honors events that 
recognized those who made significant contributions in bringing awareness 
to the disease, and in the transition of the organization from a chapter of 
a national organization (the Lupus Foundation of America) into its own 
independent 501(c)(3), dedicating itself to serving the region as the Lupus 
Foundation of Minnesota in 1999.

Judi is proud of these LFM milestones. LFM staff, board and clients are  
even prouder.

“Every day was a miracle,” she says of her years at LFM. “Money was really 
tight in the beginning. There were times when we were pretty much out  
of money and then someone would send us a check. We had miracles  
every day.” 

It’s because of those miracles of generosity, support and hard work that LFM 
continues to reach out to the lupus community in Minnesota and beyond, she 
says. In 35 years, many, many lives have been touched by the work of the 
staff and volunteers at the foundation. “Looking back on the organization’s 
development, we can still feel the impact that Judi had on the structure and 
capabilities of the organization,” says Jennifer Monroe, current president. 
“Her foresight led to the development of initiatives that continue to sustain the 
provision of services to those in need and fund on-going research into better 
treatments and a cure.”

Judi is officially retired in Arizona. You’d think she would be resting on her 
laurels. She’s earned her warm weather. But she’s still participating in boards 
and still helping to find solutions. 

“LFM was a real challenge. I knew it wouldn’t be easy and it wasn’t,” she says. 
“But I’d do it again in a heartbeat.” 

2  Lupus News  summer 2011

featured story

Continued from page 1…

From the Desk of the President 
By Jennifer Monroe, President

As an organization formed to battle a devastating disease, our ultimate goal is to 
become obsolete. 

In the 35 years since the Lupus Foundation of Minnesota was established, countless 
individuals have contributed their heart and soul to that end. The history of those 
efforts, and of the foundation, is a dynamic one which involved volunteers, staff 
and board entrusted to serve as agents of change. 

These changes were ushered in as a response to macro influences, such as 
breakthroughs in international and national research, the incidence of disease and 
economic trends, and locally, the individual needs of those clients the organization 
was formed to serve. 

It was, and is, the task of those who work at—and volunteer with—the 
organization to track these influences and keep the organization dynamic  
and relevant by interpreting them and effectively leading change.

The theme of our anniversary celebration this July is then to acknowledge all 
those individuals who helped develop, sustain and evolve the organization over 
its 35-year history. We’ve been conducting research and reviewing stacks of 
historical documents to assemble a mailing list of all those who were involved 
with the organization throughout its history, sort of an ‘alumni project,’ if you will, 
and we are making a special effort to reach those individuals and encourage their 
attendance at the event on July 20 to thank them properly!

In recognition of this, our anniversary year, we will also be devoting a portion of 
each edition of Lupus News to articles that share some of the unique history of 
the organization. In this edition, we interviewed former President Judi (Deming) 
Blankenbaker. Looking back at Judi’s tenure from 1997-2001, one can see an 
astounding number of initiatives created under her leadership that continue to 
sustain the organization today. From the Lupus Pickup Service to the creation of 
the Horizon Emergency Grant program and the Lupus Golf Classic, her impact was 
profound and lasting. 

Judi was at the helm when the organization became an independent nonprofit and 
dedicated itself to serving those who live in Minnesota. This move increased the 
amount of services provided directly to individuals and significantly increased the 
amount of research grant dollars paid out. Judi is the first to stress that it “takes a 
village” of talented individuals to conceptualize and realize all those efforts, and 
her perspective perfectly captures the essence of our anniversary event!

Our goal is to bring together all the former clients, staff, volunteers, board  
members and partners to truly celebrate our history and that rich path that lead  
us to the present. 

Details about the day-long activities planned can be found elsewhere in this edition. 
It won’t be a celebration without you! SO, save the date and look for your invitation 
in the mail, or reserve your ticket to the event online today on our website.

“Look not at the days gone by with a forlorn  
heart. They were the dots we can now connect 
with our present, to help us draw the outline  

of a beautiful tomorrow.” — Dodinsky

LFM’s past involved the efforts of many that positively touched the lives of 
thousands through increased awareness of the disease in our state, providing 
quantifiable support for individuals in crisis, and unwavering support for those 
seeking to ameliorate lupus as we know it. 

We take the time this year to honor those efforts and to acknowledge and embrace 
those who made it possible, connecting the dots as we look ahead, hopeful of a 
future in which we no longer need to exist—hopeful for a beautiful tomorrow.
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13th Annual

Lupus Golf Classic
1:00 p.m. Shotgun Start

Join LFM for an exciting day of golf and camaraderie at the beautiful 
StoneRidge Golf Club in support of the mission of the Lupus  
Foundation of Minnesota.

Your golf participation includes golf with cart, embroidered Lupus  
Golf Classic jacket, box lunch and a ticket for you and a guest to  
attend the Lupus Food and Wine Classic.

Additional sponsorship opportunities exist. For further information, 
contact LFM.

LFM’s 35th Anniversary Celebration

Lupus Food & Wine Classic
5:30 – 8:30 p.m.

As the Twin Cities dining scene is exploding with talent and gaining 
national recognition for innovation and quality, join LFM to sample 
the best culinary delights from local top chefs and restaurants, all in 
celebration of our anniversary.

Wander and nibble on bites as you find your own unique combination 
of the perfect “sample and sip” while taking in the live entertainment. 
Peek back at our history and celebrate those who generously dedicated 
their time and talents over the years to build, govern and sustain the 
Lupus Foundation of Minnesota, enabling us to provide direct services 
to thousands in need, and fund millions of dollars in research working 
toward a cure.

You are Cordially invited to lFM’s

Signature Summertime Events
Wednesday, July 20

StoneRidge Golf Club 
(just east of St. Paul on I-94)

Registration Form
Use this registration Form to reserve your tickets to the Lupus Golf Classic And/or Lupus Food & Wine Classic.

____________________________________________________________	 ____________________________________________________________	
Name	C ompany

____________________________________________________________	 ____________________________________________________________	
Address 	C ity, State, Zip

____________________________________________________________	 ____________________________________________________________	
Phone 	E mail

Lupus Golf Classic 					     Lupus Food & Wine Classic Tickets 
 $1,250 Foursome 	  $350 Individual				   $75 Individual Ticket x ________

(Includes Food and Wine Tickets For You and a Guest) 	 $125 Couple Ticket x ________

Attendees 	 Golf Classic 	 Food & Wine Classic

1)	 ___________________________________________________ 	 	

2)	 ___________________________________________________ 	  	

3)	 ___________________________________________________ 	  	

4)	 ___________________________________________________ 	  	

Donation  I am unable to participate, but enclosed is my donation of $_____________.  

Payment  Total Enclosed $______________

 Enclosed is a check made payable to the Lupus Foundation of Minnesota

 Please charge my:        Visa        MasterCard

____________________________________________________________	 ___________________ 	
Account Number	E xpiration Date

____________________________________________________________	
Signature

Please return completed form 
and payment by July 1 to:
Lupus Foundation of Minnesota
2626 East 82nd Street, Suite 135
Bloomington, MN 55425
Fax: 952-746-5155
Email: info@lupusmn.org

For event sponsorship opportunities or further details, please contact the Lupus Foundation of Minnesota at 952-746-5151.
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Our Life with Lupus: 2011 Lupus  
Ambassadors Share Their Story 
When a child is diagnosed, the whole family takes it on

By Molly Schroeder, 2011 Lupus Ambassador Family

Our life with lupus began in early May 2010, when 
something changed in our then 15-year-old son Tanner. 
Tanner was usually very active, but then he was very 
lethargic and lacked the energy and ambition to do so 
many things he normally loved to do. We watched him 
closely with concern, but thought that maybe he was 
not getting enough sleep and maybe treatment for his 
sleep disorder needed to be re-evaluated. 

When he started to complain of intermittent chest  
pain, we were not sure what to think anymore. Was 
this something new or perhaps just a pulled muscle? 
His softball season had just begun, so we continued  
to watch him closely to try and figure out what was  
going on.

When these symptoms continued, getting worse and 
more frequent, we could no longer sit back. Over the 
next couple of days a series of events unfolded that, 
after seven weeks, led to a diagnosis of Systemic Lupus 
Erythematosus (SLE). We were devastated and our lives 
would be forever changed. We finally had an answer, 
an answer that only raised more questions. 

From years of listening to KFAN and hearing Cory 
Cove’s 24-Hour On-Air Marathon, my husband Clayton 
had much more awareness of this devastating disease 
than I did. My awareness was basically none. 

Almost immediately we were searching for information 
about this devastating disease that was going to be 
playing a huge role in our family for the rest of our 
lives. We found the search very disappointing and 
frustrating. There was so little information available 
concerning males with lupus, and children and 
adolescents with lupus. Then I found the Lupus 
Foundation of Minnesota’s website and gave them  
a call. 

The Lupus Foundation of Minnesota’s social worker met 
with us after our next set of doctors’ appointments and 
talked with our family. She gave us great information 
and advice and told us about the support groups they 
were forming for families impacted by lupus. 

Living with lupus is difficult for anybody, but the 
impact on the entire family is often overlooked and 
not addressed. We are in a unique situation because 
Tanner already struggled with other disabilities before 
his lupus diagnosis. Some of the things that others 
have to deal with from a lupus diagnosis such as 
taking medications, lots of medical testing and lab 
work, and altered appearance due to side effects of 
the medications were not a big obstacle for us. Tanner 
already had to deal with these things. 

Emotionally it is taxing for everyone in the family. For 
our other children, it can be hard to accept how much 
of Clayton’s and my time is spent on keeping Tanner 
healthy, even though they are aware and understand 
that it is necessary. They also have to deal with 
disappointment when plans are cut short or altered if 
Tanner is not feeling well or we have to rush to the 
doctor’s office. They also have hurt feelings at times 
when we may not be able to take any more time off 

of work since a lot of our time is used 
up with Tanner’s medical appointments. 
As parents, it was not only hard for us 
to accept what this meant for Tanner’s 
future, but it is very stressful to try and 
maintain a balance for our family that 
looks out for everyone’s physical and 
mental well-being, often neglecting our 
own. In addition, Tanner is intellectually 
disabled which makes it harder for him to 
describe how he is feeling, what the pain 
feels like, or how a medication makes 
him feel. This makes our observations of 
him extremely important in determining 
how he is really doing, and also places 
some of that duty in the hands of his 
siblings to tell us if they notice anything 
out of the ordinary. With Tanner’s 
immune system suppressed, when our 
other children become ill or there is an 
outbreak at school, we always worry 
that he may become ill and we may 
not notice the subtle changes that may indicate he is 
coming down with something until he is very ill. 

Beyond the emotions, it has also meant much more 
careful planning and consideration when taking trips, 
attending the children’s sporting activities or special 
outings. Minimizing sun exposure when you have a 
family that is very active in sports, and other outdoor 
activities is difficult and requires special planning, lots 
of sunscreen, special clothing, pop up tents or special 
chairs, or sitting in areas that are not necessarily good 
for watching your child’s activity or event. We also 
need to take into account that beyond the risk of a 
flare with sun exposure, it is also extremely exhausting 
for Tanner and he wears out quickly. Tanner is also 
involved in Special Olympics and loves to participate, 
but it is extremely exhausting for him and at times he 
may need to sit out more, especially when it is taking 
place outdoors. Emotionally that is not always easy  
for him.

For these reasons, until we have more “time under our 
belts” and learn what his ”new normal” life with lupus 
will be, we rely heavily on available information and 
the experiences of others, making support groups and 
other client services essential for us. So, we are very 
excited about the support groups for families impacted 
by lupus that have been formed, and the possibility of 
remote hook-up with these groups through Skype. 

When sharing Tanner’s diagnosis with others it became 
clear to us that there was very little awareness of 
this disease, and many misconceptions about lupus 
and who gets it. Compared to many people Tanner’s 
diagnosis was relatively quick, but we feel that it 
could have been quicker if there was better awareness 
of this disease. The first set of doctors we saw had 
quickly dismissed lupus despite the reoccurring lab 
tests indicating it as a possibility. They just didn’t know 
what it could be and we felt that they were baffled 
and taking stabs in the dark at senseless things. We 
are forever grateful to Dr. Kuper at Monticello Clinic 

for her determination to get answers. When we first 
saw her about these frightening medical concerns, 
she took immediate action and got us in at the 
University of Minnesota within about a week. There, 
because of Dr.Kuper’s thorough job in getting a lot of 
preliminary tests done, they made the diagnosis almost 
immediately, with no hesitation.

We have turned our frustration into determination to 
make a difference, to raise awareness, educate others 
as well as raise funds to support research and client 
services at the Lupus Foundation of Minnesota. In 
August of 2010, I met with other LFM staff and shared 
my ideas and determination. When we shared our 
ideas with family and friends, the ideas grew into 
something we could never have imagined. We began 
to plan a Family Fun Day to be held in May of 2011. 
And the response from our community has been 
nothing short of amazing. 

When we were asked by LFM to act as their 
ambassadors for 2011, we were absolutely honored 
and thrilled to be given the opportunity to help raise 
the level of awareness even more! 

Since then we have been featured in various local 
media, and recorded our story for Cory Cove’s 24-Hour 
On-Air Marathon! 

We believe raising awareness is critical for making 
advances in the management, treatment and search for 
a cure for lupus. Simply put, the more awareness there 
is, the more funds that can be raised to support the 
research, client services, and other resources the Lupus 
Foundation of Minnesota provides. We are honored to 
be a part of it all.

Join the Schroeder Family at the Lupus Walk for Hope 
and 5K Run in each city—the Twin Cities, Rochester 
and Duluth—this September and October as they help 
LFM raise awareness and funds. 

2011 Lupus Ambassadors: Meghan, Parker and Tanner Schroeder
(along with parents, Molly and Clayton—not pictured)
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24-Hour On-Air Marathon Report
Creator and Voice of the Annual Radiothon for LFM, Recounts Show and Its History

By Cory Cove, a.k.a. Sludge, KFAN Radio

On April 16-17, I hosted my fourth annual 24-hour show to benefit the Lupus 
Foundation of Minnesota on KFAN. I broadcasted live the entire 24 hours while I was 
periodically joined by every member of the KFAN staff. 

This year we raised nearly $16,000, which is nearly double our previous record. The 
jump in funds had a lot to do with added corporate sponsors as well as the hard work 
of a handful of people—AJ Mansour, Pat Brannan, Joe Nelson, Paul Lambert and Tim 
Hyde to name a few. 

This has quickly become my favorite day of the year to work in radio. It’s for a cause 
I care a lot about, selfishly it’s a lot of fun, but also it showcases the unity our station 
and company has.

This year we had really great auction items which raised a lot of money for LFM. 
Those items included a Lasik procedure from Whiting Clinic Lasik & Eye Care, jerseys 
autographed by athletes such as Minnesota Vikings Brett Favre and Percy Harvin, 
Minnesota Wild players Brent Burns and Michael Beasley as well as Minnesota 
Timberwolves Kevin Love. We also had autographed pucks from the Minnesota Wild, 
signed baseballs from Twins players, Twins tickets and much more.

Each year we do the show I learn more about lupus and more about how to execute 
a successful radiothon. In year one, when it was simply an experiment to see how it 
would work, we raised a little under $2,000. I was extremely disappointed because 
we had realized even during the show all the mistakes we had made in the planning 
and execution of the event. However, everyone at the Lupus Foundation of Minnesota 
was so thankful for not only the money but the exposure and information about the 
disease and the organization itself. It was terrific motivation to deliver even more 
exposure and even more money in year two. 

We jumped to around $8,000 in year two and hit that mark again in year three. Just 
when I thought we had plateaued, the KFAN listeners and the LFM supporters came 
through big this year and shattered our expectations. So after four years, we continue 
to grow and continue to gain the desire to push the total even higher. Hopefully as 
the show gets bigger so will the exposure for LFM and the disease itself.

We have great support from everyone at Clear 
Channel and KFAN, local sports organizations, 
great corporate sponsors and friends and all the 
listeners of the FAN and all of you reading this 
through the Lupus Foundation of Minnesota. 
We already have ideas for year five and 
hopefully we can go bigger than ever with  
your support.

Several people with a connection to lupus 
recorded their stories at the KFAN studios 
prior to Cory’s show. Played in and out 
of commercial breaks, these vignettes 
put a voice to lupus. These stories are 
available on the LFM website and 
all 24 hours of the radiothon are 
available chronologically at kfan.com 
under the “Power Trip on Demand” 
option on the “FAN on Demand” 
menu on the front page.

raising Funds, Raising hope
Your money stays here, providing hope and helping those 
whose lives are touched by lupus…right here, right now.

Questions?
Contact LFM at 952-746-5151  

or 800-645-1131 or email
info@lupusmn.org

Walk for Hope (approximately 1 mile):  
For people of all ages and abilities and 
non-competitive. FREE. All participants receive 
a 2011 Walk for Hope t-shirt.

Lupus 5K (3.1 miles) Timed Trail Run/Walk:  
For runners and walkers. Although this is a  
non-competitive 5K, results will be available.  
$25 Registration Fee ($30 on event day). 
Includes a premier race shirt, race bib and 
timed results.

Online Registration
Register online by Wednesday, September 7. 
Visit lupusmn.org. Use the web registration to 
solicit donations and pledges, recruit a team of 
walkers and/or runners. Check for updates too. 

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 
AVAILABLE
For more information on sponsorships and 
involvements, contact the Lupus Foundation  
of Minnesota at 952-746-5151.

Schedule for ALL locations

9:00-10:00am	 Registration

10:15am	 Welcome & Warm-Ups

10:30am	 Walk for Hope and 5K Start

Post Walk/Run	� Program, Refreshments,  
Silent Auction

TWIN CITIES
Saturday, September 10
French Regional Park 
12605 County Rd. 9, Plymouth 
(between 494 & Hwy 169)

ROCHESTER
Saturday, September 17
Essex Park
5455 West River Road NW

DUluth
Saturday, October 1
Lakewalk, Starting at Fitger’s
600 East Superior Street

14th Annual

NEW!

Cory Cove
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LFM Launches New Website, 
Blog, E-newsletters 
To better serve our clients and spread awareness about lupus, we will launch a new 
website, blog and e-newsletter early this summer. These online communication tools 
are being developed to better inform individuals about developments in combating 
lupus, as well as what’s happening at LFM including events and funding opportunities, 
and to raise awareness about the disease. 

Website 

The new website was designed with all our users in mind—patients, caregivers, 
physicians, donors and researchers. The site is being revamped to make it easier to 
use and to provide more opportunities to share relevant information. The website will 
highlight progress related to our main efforts—raising awareness, providing services, 
community involvement and grants and clinical research. 

The “About Lupus” pages on the new site, will delve into basic information about lupus, 
including symptoms patients can experience, and diagnosis and treatment options. 

LFM is among only a handful of lupus related organizations or foundations that have 
paid staff dedicated to providing direct services. The detailed “Services” section of the 
website will be devoted to highlighting our offerings for clients, patients, caregivers, 
professionals and the community. 

For everyone affected by lupus and those who are looking for ways to give their time 
for the cause, LFM will provide ways to “Get Involved”. Whether it’s participating in 
the Walk and 5K, volunteering for a committee or an outreach event, or becoming a 
support group leader, a variety of opportunities to partner together to fight lupus will  
be highlighted. 

A key area of the Foundation’s work is to support efforts at discovering better treatments 
and a cure as well as providing funding for those in crisis. The site will have a section 
dedicated to “Grants & Research” where visitors can find information about contributing 
to or requesting funds for fellowships and research opportunities and client emergency 
support. 

The “News” section will be one-stop-shopping for the most current information and 
articles about the work of the organization. Press releases, e-news blasts, and even 
archived editions of Lupus News (for that great article you missed last summer) will all 
be easily accessible.

Finally, the new site will have highly useable features to help visitors find exactly what 
they’re looking for with ease, including search functionality, a clear and user-friendly 
calendar page, direct links to event registration, donating, contacting client services or 
arranging for a pickup of donated goods, among others. 

Blog 

LFM will simultaneously launch a blog authored by individuals sharing their own 
strategies on how to effectively manage life with lupus. A diverse team of bloggers 
who live with the disease, provide care or treat those with lupus, will blog regularly to 
share their strategies. Readers will have the opportunity to comment on postings, share 
insights and perspectives, and ask questions.

E-newsletter 

We’re in the midst of transitioning our print quarterly newsletter (Lupus News) into an 
annual newsletter to be offered in conjunction with a monthly e-newsletter starting in 
2012, so those connected to LFM can get the latest news in a timelier manner. Look for 
the new monthly e-newsletters to start in August, and the next Lupus News to come out 
in late fall.

The e-newsletters will keep readers informed of opportunities to get involved, upcoming 
events and the latest blogs, providing direct links to registration options and other 
activities. Content will also have easy-to-share options, allowing recipients the chance 
to pass along information to others.

To subscribe to the e-newsletter, readers are encouraged to sign up now at  
lupusmn.org/contact.php or info@lupusmn.org or call us at 952-746-5151.

Edina Art Fair Merchandise 
Proceeds to Benefit LFM
The Edina Art Fair has announced that half of all event merchandise 
sales this year will be designated to the Lupus Foundation of Minnesota.

This annual event will be held Friday through Sunday, June 3-5 in the 
50th and France neighborhood in Edina and will feature 340 artists 
and crafters from Minnesota, the U.S. and Canada. Musical artistry 
will also be showcased, along with a Kids Art Zone, fashion shows, 
cooking demonstrations and more. Various booths will sell fair 
merchandise. Look for the banners featuring the LFM logo. 

The fair opens at 10 a.m. each day, closing at 7 p.m. on Friday and 
Saturday and at 5 p.m. on Sunday.

For more information on this event, recently ranked as one of the best 
art fairs in the country, visit edinaartfair.com.

Score One for LFM: UWRF 
Falcons “Hit for Lupus”  
for Second Straight Year
On Sunday, May 1, the University of Wisconsin-River Falls Falcons 
Softball team donned purple instead of their usual red as they took 
the field—all to raise awareness and funds.

The second annual “Hit for Lupus” softball game was organized 
by senior shortstop and team captain Dana Book, originally from 
Brooklyn Center. Dana’s mom, Lorri, who was diagnosed with the 
disease when Lorri was 13 years old, threw out the first pitch.

In addition to soliciting donations at the game itself, the team 
designed and sold “Hit for Lupus” t-shirts and hosted concessions 
with all proceeds going to LFM. Lupus facts were read by the public 
address announcer between innings.

The UWRF Falcons defeated UW-Oshkosh twice that day, 8-7 and 
5-4, in a double header which allowed them to later secure the WIAC 
Championship! As of this newsletter deadline, the team was prepping 
for the NCAA Regional tournament! Go Falcons!

GO FALCONS!
Senior shortstop, team 

captain and event 
coordinator Dana Book



research

7

Phase Definition Lupus Drug/Therapy

Phase I
The first stage of 
testing in human 
subjects

Participants: Small group (20-50) of healthy  
volunteers 

Designed to assess safety, tolerability, what the 
body does with the drug and the physiological 
effects

• �AMG 811 (targeting nephritis and  
cutaneous lupus)

• SBI 087

• AMG 557

• Allogeneic Blood Stem Cell Transplantation

• CDP7657

Phase II
Sometimes divided 
into Phase IIA and 
Phase IIB

Participants: Larger groups (20-300)

Designed to assess how well the drug works while continuing the safety assessments  
from Phase I

(When the development process for a new drug fails, it usually occurs during Phase II trails)

Phase IIA Assesses dosing requirements

Demonstrates a drug’s safety and activity on a 
selected group of patients

• MEDI 545 (targeting cutaneous lupus)

• Phosphodiesterase

Phase IIB Assess how the drug works at the prescribed 
dose

Designed as a randomized trial where a select 
number of patients receive the drug and others a 
placebo, both with standard of care

• Rontalizumab

• N-Acetylcysteine

• Sifalimumab

• �Lupuzor (successful results in Phase IIA  
and B, prepping for Phase III)

Phase III Participants: Larger patient groups (300-3,000)  
at multiple locations

Often quite long in duration

A definitive assessment of how effective the 
drug is in comparison with the “Gold Standard” 
treatment

• Epratuzumab

• Rituximab

Phase IV Participants: Entire patient population by  
prescription

Designed to detect any rare or long-term adverse 
effects, continuously studying safety of the now 
FDA-approved drug over time

• Benlysta (FDA-approved March 2011)

Clinical Trials Update
In the Winter 2010 edition, LFM reported on the progress of three potential lupus drugs through clinical trials. 
Those drugs were Lupuzor, Epratuzumab and the now-popular Benlysta, which was FDA-approved in March. 
Research continues and there is a noticeable increase in drug candidates that have found promise in laboratory 
studies and are now into trials where human testing begins. Here’s an update on the aforementioned drugs and 
those new on the scene:

LFM Announces 2011 Student Summer Fellowship Awards 
SAVE THE DATE: Outcome Reports on August 25

The Lupus Foundation of Minnesota is pleased to announce this year’s selection of 
recipients to the 2011 Student Summer Research Fellowship Program. Recipients  
will be working in partnership with established researchers at the University of 
Minnesota, Twin Cities Campus and (new this year) the Mayo Clinic in Rochester  
on SLE-focused research. 

Funding awarded for six fellowships this year totals $30,360. Awardees, their home 
and host institution and researchers include:

Student	 Home Institution	 Faculty

University of Minnesota (Twin Cities) 

Sara Ann Bratsch	U niversity of Wisconsin-River Falls	D r. Brian Fife

Mink K. Chan	 University of Minnesota	 Dr. Erik Peterson

Johana Teigen	U niversity of Wisconsin-Stout	D r. Dan Mueller

Catherine Adesola Ayoola	S t. Catherine’s University	D r. Emily Gillespie

Mayo Clinic (Rochester) 

Henry Lin	U niversity of South Carolina	D r. Ann Reed

Stephanie Slawson	W inona State	D r. Ann Reed

The purpose of a student summer fellowship is to foster an interest in SLE research 
among undergraduates by providing an opportunity to participate in basic or clinical 
research with an established investigator. 

Applications consisted of a completed application, personal statement as well as 
detailed curriculum vitae. Final submissions were reviewed in a competitive process 
by LFM’s Research Committee which in turn made recommendations to the Board of 
Directors of the Foundation for final approval. 

New Federal Funding 
Aimed at Eliminating 
Lupus-Related Health 
Disparities 
On May 13, the Office of Public Health and Science, 
an operating agency of the U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services, announced one million dollars in 
federal funding to implement the Eliminating Lupus Health 
Disparities Initiative (ELHDI). The purpose of the ELHDI 
is to eliminate lupus-related health disparities through 
improvement in training and education of medical,  
nursing, and allied health students and practicing health 
care professionals regarding the early diagnosis, treatment, 
and management of lupus and its associated effects on 
health and quality of life among affected racial and ethnic 
minority populations.

One grant will be awarded to a national, nonprofit medical 
education society or allied health professional association 
that will be responsible for: (1) developing, testing, and 
disseminating lupus educational and training curricula, 
tools, and other resources; (2) identifying and recruiting a 
variety of medical, nursing, and allied health professions 
schools; (3) working collaboratively with partners to promote 
the adoption and use of ELHDI resources; (4) maintaining a 
lupus consortium to help guide and inform the achievement 
of overall purpose and goals of ELHDI.

Achieving the ELHDI purpose will also require the applicant 
organization to work closely with the consortium of 
experts to develop, test, and disseminate the curriculum 
through a variety of strategies directed at practicing health 
care professionals, including live and on-line meetings, 
webinars, and satellite conferences. 

More information is available online at  
grants.gov/search/search.do?&mode=VIEW&oppId=94233

STUDENT SUMMER FELLOW  
OUTCOME REPORTS

On Thursday, August 25, from 2–4 p.m. award fellows will share summary 
outcomes and answer questions about their experience and work. 

This event will be open to the public and will be held in Room 1-110 MTRF 
(McGuire Translational Research Facility) at 2001 Sixth Street SE on the 
University of Minnesota East Bank campus. Refreshments will be served.

Look for more details on our website shortly at lupusmn.org.
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news briefs

Calling All Former Board, Staff, Donors,  
Researchers, Student Fellows and Volunteers! 
In preparation for our anniversary year, we are compiling a master list of all those 
individuals who governed, volunteered, worked at, funded or were funded by the 
organization since its founding in 1976.

A special “alumni” recognition will occur at the event in July and we don’t want to 
miss thanking anybody! This is a highly committed and talented group of people 
who all have one wonderful thing in common—they devoted their time, talents and 
efforts toward fighting lupus.

So far, we have a list of over 220 individuals, but we need your help. If you were 
involved with the organization and have inside knowledge of the whereabouts of 
your colleagues, fellow scientists, students, staff or governing board members, or 
if you haven’t heard from us in awhile, contact LFM to ensure that we have your 
correct contact information and, that your colleagues all receive invitations to the 
event as well, and are included on the master list.

AHA Incorporates Lupus into 
Women’s Health Guidelines 
In a February 2011 press release, the American Heart Association (AHA) 
announced updated heart disease prevention guidelines for women aimed at 
preventing heart disease or a stroke. The “Cardiovascular Disease Prevention 
Guidelines for Women” now incorporates illnesses linked to higher risk of 
cardiovascular disease in women, and have included lupus and rheumatoid 
arthritis, as well as pregnancy complications such as preeclampsia, gestational 
diabetes or pregnancy-induced hypertension, among others.

The release goes on to quote Dr. Lori Mosca, Director of Preventive Cardiology at 
New York-Presbyterian Hospital and Professor of Medicine at Columbia University 
Medical Center. “These have not traditionally been top of mind as risk factors for 
heart disease,” she said, “but if your doctor doesn’t bring it up, you should ask 
if you’re at risk for heart disease because of pregnancy complications or other 
medical conditions you’ve experienced.”

First published in 1999, the guidelines until now have been primarily based on 
findings observed in clinical research. Updated for the first time in four years, the 
new 2011 guidelines now consider the personal and socioeconomic factors that 
can keep women from following medical advice and treatment. 

More information can be found at the AHA website, heart.org.

		      LFM’s Recycling Efforts 
Recognized by Anoka County
On May 18th, President Jennifer Monroe attended a reception in which the Lupus 
Foundation of Minnesota received recognition from the Anoka County Solid Waste 
Abatement Advisory Team along with a certificate of appreciation from the Anoka 
Board of Commissioners for “continued effort(s) to provide recycling services that 
help ensure resources for future generations.” 

The county recognized the reuse and recycling efforts of the Lupus Pick-up Service, 
which provides curb-side collection of unwanted clothing, appliances and other 
small household goods throughout the Twin Cities. 

The door-to-door pickup service provides multiple benefits to those individuals 
participating including the ease and convenience of disposing of items directly from 
their curb, which eliminates the need for individuals to spend time and resources to 
transport smaller quantities of items. Donor contributions help to make affordable 
items available to the general public and reduce over-all waste by keeping 
unwanted items out of dumps and landfills. 

For more information on the pick up service, call 651-748-0400 or to schedule a 
pickup online, go to www.lupuspickup.org.

Announcing New Student  
Summer Fellows Scholarship Fund
At its March 2011 meeting, the Lupus Foundation of Minnesota’s Board of 
Directors approved a two-year fundraising campaign to support the establishment 
of a scholarship fund for student summer fellows. The fundraising goal for the 
campaign is one million dollars.

The purpose of the effort is to support annual scholarships which serve to introduce 
undergraduates to careers in research by pairing them with established SLE 
researchers at academic research institutions throughout the state. 

	� We are pleased to announce that generous gifts totaling $94,000 from two 
individual donors have provided our first significant contributions toward 
meeting that end. 

The Student Summer Fellowship Program had its first participant in 1981 and has 
funded students each successive year since then. Thirty years after the first fellow 
was placed, 105 students have participated in the program. 

The kick-off for the campaign will occur at the July 20 anniversary event.

Rochester Support Group 
Raises Awareness through 
Television News Story
A community support group generates connectedness, compassion, courage and 
resources. However, it was awareness the Rochester Area Support Group was 
generating in May. The group opened the doors of their monthly meeting to reporter 
Katie Lange of KTTC and Fox 47. What resulted was a two-minute piece that aired 
on a Monday night reaching over 143,000 households in southeastern Minnesota 
and northern Iowa.

Support group members were the feature of the news story, as they related personal 
stories of how lupus affects their daily lives.

“The pain is so severe a lot of times we just sit and watch a movie,” said 20-year-old 
Nicole Ayers whose mom also has lupus. “Basically the activity for our whole day is 
getting up and being able to get our own food.” 

Others told of kidney complications, looking healthy on the outside while their 
body is attacking itself from the inside, and new daily challenges, but all stories 
came back to the importance of their support group and how much that network 
means to them.

“Coming here has not only helped me not feel so alone. I always have compassion 
in this room,” said Amy Steely.

Kudos to Rochester group leader Carolyn Hyland for her continuing leadership with 
the support group as well as the Lupus Walk for Hope and 5K Run in Rochester.  
Carolyn’s endless passion for lupus awareness has educated thousands. Make a plan 
to join Carolyn and LFM in Rochester on Saturday, September 17 at Essex Park.  

The broadcast news piece is available on the station’s website at kttc.com.  
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events

Announcing: Family Scholarships Now Available  
“Lupus Week” at Camp Sunshine: Casco, Maine
August 14 – August 19, 2011

The Lupus Foundation of Minnesota (LFM) is reaching out to families who have a child 
diagnosed with SLE lupus. We will offer scholarships to families which will cover flight 
costs to attend Camp Sunshine in Casco, Maine; Camp Sunshine covers all additional 
costs to participants. 

About Camp Sunshine

Nestled alongside the shores of beautiful Sebago Lake in Casco Maine, Camp Sunshine 
has the distinction of being the only program in the nation whose mission is to address 
the impact of a life-threatening illness on every member of the immediate family—the ill 
child, parents, and siblings. 

Lupus Week, August 14-19, gives families an opportunity to strengthen their 
relationships and meet other families facing similar challenges. Each family has their 
own suite. Services in camp include meals, counseling sessions and workshops for the 
whole family, recreational facilities, games and events for families, adults and children 
of all ages and much more. 

A physician is located at the camp for the entire session so parents can be secure in the 
knowledge that the camp offers 24-hour onsite medical support. In addition, a hospital 
equipped with emergency room physicians and pediatricians is only 25 minutes away.

Deadline for application is Friday, July 1 at 4:30 p.m. 

LFM’s Client Services will provide technical support for clients to prepare and submit 
applications and once a family is approved, work with you to arrange transportation. 

Requirements for application: 

	 • Child diagnosed with SLE lupus must be 18 or younger

	 • Only immediate family members may attend camp

	 • �If you are a single parent or a parent whose partner is unable to attend,  
you may bring an adult support person.

For an application and more information, please contact Cheryl in Client Services at 
952-746-5151 or at ccomo@lupusmn.org.

Pre-Departure Reception and  
Post-Camp Gathering

Families will be invited to join LFM for a pre-departure 
reception where local “Sunshine Families” will have the 
opportunity to meet other participants and learn what to 
expect before going to camp. We will also host a follow-up 
holiday family gathering later in the year to reunite 
participants, to share outcomes from the experience and 
strengthen bonds that were forged at camp.
 

October 1 Duluth Event Promises to be a Stunner 
Lupus Walk for Hope and 5K Run Comes to Duluth

It’s undeniable the fall colors in Duluth and the shores 
of Lake Superior offer some of the most breathtaking 
opportunities for leaf gazing in the state, with some 
of the most beautiful scenery and colors that you will 
ever experience. Local gazers swear the best time  
to go is the end of September and the beginning  
of October. 

What a happy coincidence then, that the inaugural 
Lupus Walk for Hope and 5K Run in Duluth will 
occur that very first weekend in October! Specifically 
on Saturday, October 1, the Walk/5K will welcome 
Duluth area residents as well as people from the 
across the state and beyond.

LFM staff and volunteers, including local support 
group members led by Jody Anderson, have been 
working to get ready for the event and spread the 
word. Networking has occurred with regional health 
and human service providers, colleges and businesses, 
and a solid partnership established with the local 
Chamber of Commerce (which has been around for 
more than 140 years and has over 1,100 members).

The day’s plan includes a kick-off event at “home 
base,” the historic Fitger’s Complex (a renovated 1881 
brewery). From there, participants will step out the 
door to a stunning vista of Lake Superior following 
the paved Lakewalk as it gently hugs the rocky shore 
both north (for runners) and south (for walkers) to then 
end up back again at Fitger’s for acknowledgements, 
refreshments and warm-hearted camaraderie. 

Those who want to continue to explore the Fitger’s 
Complex after the event will find many things to do as 
it houses four restaurants, a variety of specialty stores 
and two night clubs, as well as the Fitger’s Brewing 
Company, which is Duluth’s oldest continually-
operating industry. If you plan to stay for the weekend, 
Canal Park is full of interesting shops and restaurants. 
For more information, visit visitduluth.com.

If you haven’t done so yet, make a plan to join us the 
first weekend of October in Duluth. For more details 
and how to register for the event, visit our website at 
lupusmn.org.

“I came away from camp renewed and  
ready to face the challenges that await  

me with a child in chronic renal failure... 
thanks to our time at camp I have an 

appreciation for life again and am ready  
to face these challenges. This generous gift 
(week at Camp Sunshine) has lifted the  

spirit of an entire family.” 
— From a Family Camper
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President 
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Gustavo Taberna  
Community Outreach Coordinator 

gtaberna@lupusmn.org 

Dickinson, ND

Bismarck, ND

Rapid City, SD

Sioux Falls, SD

Duluth

Brainerd

Alexandria

Willmar

Hutchinson

St. Peter

Mankato

Faribault

Rochester

Eau Claire, WI

TWIN CITIES*

Support groups have been shown to have a positive effect 
on the wellness of a lupus patient. It is a way to share 
personal stories, be introduced to educational materials 
and resources, and socialize with others who understand 
the challenges of living with lupus. 

The map shows locations of support groups and telephone 
support volunteers. For more detailed contact information, 
visit lupusmn.org and click on the “Client Services” tab. 
Or call LFM at 952-746-5151/800-645-1131.

St. Cloud

*TWIN CITIES
	 Anoka/Ramsey
	B loomington
	M aple Grove
	R oseville
	S t. Louis Park

Community Support Groups  
and Phone Support

= Telephone Support

= Support Group

Thank You to Our Contributors December 16, 2010 – May 7, 2011
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Kathleen and Carl A. Buraglio
L. A. Cameron
Mary Chorewycz
Eugene P. Galatowitsch
Magdalen T. and Patrick W. Kelly
Kelly P. Lange-Haider and Mark F. Haider
Carolyn J. Moxness
Kellie M. and Robert W. Pakkala
Karen (Peterson) Reinartz
Patricia Lenora and Robert F. Rosenbaum
Mary A. and Wiliam J. Schrankler
Patricia A. Stone
Rita M. and David Thofern
Marilynn R. and Thomas D. Torkelson
Kathryn A. and Carl W. Wettschreck
Helen J. Ziegler

Lisa King
Donita Grell
Dwayne and Lee Anne King

Katherine Kovacs
John and Therese Cosgrove

Louise A. McCarthy
Edward J. McCarthy

Sarah Moon
Charles Boyer

Mary Grace Dixon Owen
Joseph and Eugenia Dixon

Jesse A. Paluck
Lawrence and Eleanor Paluck

Andrea Plaugher
John and Therese Cosgrove

Teresa Roberts
Sharon and Glenn Ewert
Jolene and Jason Krause
Kent W. Roberts
Brad Sammon
Wade Stockman
Deanna and Troy Summers
Trinity Lutheran School

Christine Rogers
Keith D. Rogers

Jeni Rolfsrud
Roland and Carol Freeburg
Al and Janet Helgemo

Erik Skarstad and Charles Alberts
Donald and Lois Lunn

Gay Sarafolean
John and Therese Cosgrove

Eleanor Tourville
John and Therese Cosgrove

Senator Conrado Vego
John and Therese Cosgrove

Arnold W. Weir
Carol Crater

Tanya Yaggie
David and Jeri Yaggie

Midge Zook
Thomas and Shannon Schultz

Cary Zwolski
Jim and Judi Blankenbaker
Bill and Darlene Jenison
Corrine Muller

Community Funds:

Ada One Fund

Aetna Foundation

Community Health Charities of Minnesosta

Community Shares MN

Fraternal Order of Eagles, Auxiliary # 2339

Fraternal Order of Eagles, Brd Aerie # 287

Fraternal Order of Eagles,  
	 Ladies Auxiliary # 3405

Fraternal Order of Eagles,  
	 Sinclair Lewis Auxiliary # 3847

Fraternal Order of Eagles,  
	W illmar Ladies Auxiliary

Fraternal Order of Eagles,  
	 Windom Auxiliary # 3891

Fertile Annual Fund

GE United Way Campaign

Greater Twin Cities United Way

Honeywell International Charity Matching

IBM Employee Services Center

JP Morgan Chase & Co Employee  
	G iving Campaign

JP Morgan Clearing Corp

Ladies Auxiliary to Hibbing, Fraternal Order 
	 of Eagles, Aerie #4456

Microsoft Matching Gifts Program

Norman County Townships One Fund

Office and Professional Employees

Paynesville Area Charity Fund

Royalton Lions Club

Thrivent Financial for Lutherans  
	E mployee Giving Campaign

United Way of Mower County

United Way of Roanoke Valley, Inc.

United Way of Tri State

Wanamingo Combined Charity Drive

Wells Fargo Community Support Campaign 
	� on behalf of Julie Sample, Jack Soriano, 

and Patricia Tanaka

Wells Fargo Community Support Campaign 
	 on behalf Patricia L. Deters
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Lupus News

To Schedule  
Pickup Service

Call 651-748-0400 or schedule online  
at www.lupuspickup.org 

Your generous contributions will enhance  
the service mission of the LFM!

Store Locations that accept 
contribution items designated for LFM:

1) �Unique Thrift Store 
1657 Rice Street 
Roseville 
651-489-5083

2) �Unique Thrift Store 
2201 37th Ave NE 
Columbia Heights 
763-788-5250

3) �Unique Thrift Store 
4471 Winnetka Ave N 
New Hope 
763-535-0200

4) �Unique Thrift Store 
14308 Burnhaven Drive 
Burnsville 
952-898-0988

5) �Valu Thrift 
2145 Hudson Road 
St. Paul 
651-702-5920 

Thank you to all of our faithful contributors  
who use the pickup service to make donations 
to the Lupus Foundation of Minnesota! 

As a helpful reminder, we aren’t able to  
take your computer monitors or TVs bigger 
than 25" or those having turn style knobs,  
and no console TVs, please. Again, we’re 
grateful for your generous donations!

LFM 
Board of Directors

Walter E. Cooney, MA, JD 
Chair

Chris McPartland, MBA 
Past Chair

Scott F. Brown, MBA, CPA 
Treasurer

Renee Sayles 
Secretary

Shreyasee Amin, MD
David A. Barnes, MBA, CPA
Dale Allen Berry, CP
Ginger Sorvari Bucklin 
Lynn Clarey
Donna J. Greeno, MBA
Robert Kratzke, MD
Pat Pauls, CPA
Ron Weeks 

Mission Statement: We serve those affected by lupus,  
raise awareness and fund research in an ongoing effort to  
improve the lives of others.

Lupus News is published quarterly by the Lupus Foundation of Minnesota. Please keep us informed of address 

changes. The Lupus Foundation’s phone numbers are 952-746-5151 and 800-645-1131. Our web address is  

lupusmn.org. If you’re interested in receiving an electronic copy of this newsletter, please send a request  

via email to info@lupusmn.org.

The William Flies family dedicates this issue of Lupus News to the memory of  

their daughter Marette. Marette was committed to educating others about this disease.  

We honor her for her determination to make a difference in the world.  

We miss her dedication, her resolve … and her smile.

Charlas sobre Lupus
(Chat about Lupus)

A Group Designed for Spanish-speakers  
Third Friday of the Month at 6:00 – 7:30 PM 

(June 17, July 15, August 18, September 16,  
October 21, November 18, December 16)

Lupus Foundation of Minnesota; first floor conference room
Contact Gustavo at 952-746-5151

13th Annual

Lupus Golf Classic
Wednesday, July 20, 2011

StoneRidge Golf Club, Stillwater
For more information on participation 

and sponsorship options,  
please contact Sara Otto at  

sotto@lupusmn.org or 952-746-5151

35th Anniversary Celebration

Lupus Food & Wine 
Classic

Wednesday, July 20, 2011
StoneRidge Golf Club, Stillwater

(in conjunction with the Lupus Golf Classic)

In appreciation of current and past board members  
and staff, volunteers, donors and partners,  

you are cordially invited to join LFM for  
an afternoon of celebration and entertainment  

in a food-and-wine-fair atmosphere.

• Enjoy food prepared by some of the area’s top chefs

• Wine tasting

• �Kick off LFM’s capital campaign for the student summer 
fellowship program

More information and tickets  
available at lupusmn.org or call  

952-746-5151/800-645-1131

&Client Luncheons
Second Wednesday  

of Each Month
(June 8, July 13, August 10,  
September 14, October 12,  
November 9, December 14)

11:30 AM – 1:30 PM

Dinner Discussions
Fourth Wednesday  

of Each Month
(June 22, July 27, August 24,  
September 28, October 26,  

November 30, December 28)

5:30 – 7:30 PM

LUPUS FOUNDATION OF MINNESOTA OFFICE
THE ATRIUM, 2626 EAST 82ND ST. 

BLOOMINGTON, MN

For more information or to RSVP,
contact Client Services at 952-746-5151 or 800-645-1131

TWIN CITIES
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 10
French Regional Park, Plymouth

ROCHESTER
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 17

Essex Park, Rochester

DULUTH
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 1  

Lakewalk, Beginning at Fitger’s

Register at lupusmn.org
For more information on sponsorships, please contact LFM  

at 952-746-5151 or 800-645-1131 or info@lupusmn.org

For parents/guardians
of children with lupus…

All about Lupus
Bimonthly – Third Thursday
6:30 – 8:00 PM
See calendar at lupusmn.org for location
or contact Cheryl at LFM at 952-746-5151

In collaboration with

Upcoming Events…

New!


